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A a 2 f the + Baptiſt Society in Provi- 
dence, E K 8, 1791. 
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V. 0 41 E D, T hat MeMeurs Witliam Bar- 
ton, George Ben yon, and John Rogers, be a Com- 
' mittee to wait on the. Rev. Profeſſor Forrs, 


and requeſt, for Publication, a Copy of the 
Sermon he delivered in the Baptiſt Meeting- 


Houſe, on the Lord's Day next after the Death ; 
of the Rev. Dr. Manting, Preſident of Rbode- 
_ Songs. 95 


ln 


AS, -Groxct Brn5ovi, Clerk 70 the Society. 185 
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FF H N of a 3 Friend A decent = : 


| ed—Friendſhip_ to a diſconſolate Widow, and 
an earneſt Requeſt of the Hearers—form the : 
Preacher 8 Apology, for this (otherwiſe unne- | 
= ceſſary) Addition to Publications on the ſame 
Subject. he Sermon following, a few Paſ- 
ſages excepted, appears in a Form as. nearly 
reſembling. that in which it was delivered, as 
ought to be expected from a Preacher, whoſe 
Notice of preaching, on the are OR but. 
little exceed one Hour. N 
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Job 3 xiv. 10. 
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May | err ur Tur Nader AND HERE 
1s us? 


De A T HI, ac Lins: of terrors, a; the 
; conqueror of conquerors, reigns uncontrouled 
over all the human race. All ages, ranks and 
deſcriptions, of human beings, yield and fall 
promiſcuous before the grim tyrant. « Al 
| fleſh is graſs,” obich groweth up in the morning z 
it flouriſbeib; in the evening it is cut down, and 
ö withereth. Before death's fatal ſcy the fall, not 
the common graſs alone, with worthleſs weeds 
and baſer ſhrubs; but Planie of renown, the 
cedar tall, the roſe of Sharon, and the lilies of 
_— the valley, | | Death levels all human diſtin&ions ; 
it 


4 


it t enters be ceremony the 3 palace- as 
well as the humble cottage, and drags the reluc- 


tant monarch from his throne; cuts the chains of 


the galley ſlave, and releaſes him from the toil- 
| ſome car. The robes of Majeſty and the rags 
of poverty find no diſtinction. The gods of 
earth die like men ; princes and tyrants fall to- 
1 gether, and fink down upon a level with beg- . 
gars, worms and clay. This is the thought, 
the folemn inſtructive thought, ſuggeſted by 
the text. Man giveth up the ghoſt. Man, 
without exception or limitation, i. e. all man- 
kind, every individual of Adam's offspring, . 
muſt fall a prey to death, and form a triumph 
for the orave, the bouſe appointed for all the liv- 
ning. This is the language of revelation : It i is 
alſo the voice of experience. We ſtand here 
this day the ſorrowful witneſſes of an inſtance, 
now Bleeding freſh i in every heart, in which death 
has erected a new trophy, i in proof, ah too dear 
a proof, of his cruel conqueſt ! | My father, ny 


- father, the chariots of Hrael. Your friend, your 


heart. approved friend, is now no more, Tour 
beloved miniſter, the benevolent, the amiable | 


and 
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Tak 


and pious Preſident Mind, is 2 priſoner of 


the grave. The flor which long ſhone bright 
in this golden candleftick is ſet, not to r iſe till the 
Heavens be no more. For you he lived; for the 
benefit of this people, lately his dear charge, he 5 
Z fervently preached and. prayed, willing 10 ſpend 
and be ſpent, year after year, in the ſervice of his 
divine Maſter but he lives no longer. No 
more Prayers nor inſtructions will you ever hear 
ſrom his mouth. ' Your advantages from his 
life are all over. The only queſtion now is, 


| what benefit you can receive from his death! 5 


He who lived ſo long for your good, dies ar 
laſt for your benefit too, if his death may but 
| _ remind you of your own, and fo e 
7 pow our days, that you may apply your hearts. 
to wiſdom. With this in view I have made 
ies of a text, in which * will obſer; LIK : 


the ab. 
1 evesTION alledemwbere. is * ny 
both of which I ſhall, by divine aid, 
5 Dy 


I, . POSITIVE. | aſfetion—man ent ip 


* r 
e 


t M. 


Particularly conſider lad apply to > the | 


Eng forrowful oecaſion. Hs 


I. Max 20% up the 11% This is che de- 
liberate declaration of one who feared God, and 
eſchewed evil; it muſt therefore be admitted 

n indiſputable fact. In all the bible there 
1 ſcarce a doctrine that has not been diſ- 

puted by ſome, and denied by others; but the 

certainty of dying, has never yet been ſeriouſly 


controverted by any. It 1s not the little = 


dit ſputable peculiarity of a party, but a uk 


acknowledged by all ;—a point which ſtands 
confirmed by the united teſtimony of reaſon, ok 
revelation and experience t—T, be Ii ing know 
they ſhall die; they know that f man muſt Sire 
up the nd rp Becauſe, = 
0 Tux ſeeds of death are : lodged deep, and 
ſown thick, through all the human frame. 
Theſe principles of diſſolution within us, ars 
conſtantly exhauſting the vital ſores, Mau 


dierb and waſteth” away. We no ſooner begin | 
to live, but we begin to die; 1 and live a dying, 
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and die a living life. Death ba concealed in 

every path we tread ; ten thouſand dangers lurk 

5 in ambuſh all around us. T he air we breathe, 

the ocean and the earth, and all the elements, 

are full of enemies, ready every moment to 
5 touch the latent fuel, to ſpring the mines, and 
pour, deſtruction upon us. Any one will be 

convinced of this, by a very flight acquaintance 8 
with the general laws of motion, the properties 


of matter, and the ſtructure of the human body, . 


8 numerous and complicated are its parts and 
3 motions—ſo fine and fragile are the wheels and 
prings of this curious machine—ſuch are the 
* connexions, convolutions, and nice dependen- 
85 cies, of one part upon another, neceſſary to life, 

that it is indeed a far greater wonder i in nature, 
A chat men live threeſcore years and ten, than 
be that they die on {he firſt ay of their exiſt- 
. e * ; ROY 2 
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were our fleſh of 27h, or our ur frenzib the eld 
of Nones, « we could not live alway ;” ;” for theſe 
in time would wear out, and crumble into dit. 
| folution,—By akind of miracle, therefore; it is, 


that We now live. But a miracle it i; is, or rather 95 
5 deluſion, far more unaccountable, that ſo 


many of us live, as if we believed that nothing 
but a real miracle could put an end to our lives. 8 
Death is driving rapidly towards us, by the 
fixed laws of nature, yet we fancy | it at a a dife 
tance! Strange infatuation ! 15 


_ Death fill draws nearer, never er ſeeming 85 
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; 2. Man giveth up the ghoſt, becauſe. | man 


bab fr inned.. y one man /t 5 2 entered into the world, 
243d death by V Vn. Adam's curſe lies upon all 
3 poſterity; ; duſt they are, and ones duſt they 
| muſt. return, Man, originally deſigned fo. 
immortality, loſt it, for himſelf and poſterity, 
by his apoſtacy. Accordingly death reigned 
from, Adam 10. Moſes, and from Moſes to the 
preſent day, even. over them that have not mel & 
* the fi militude FT: Adam's 5 iranfrefion. 4; 
does 
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does not however take place : as 5 the effect « 4 
mere arbitrary appointment, but as a manifeſta- 
tion of God's juſt diſpleaſure againſt the rebel- 

lion of our firſt parents; ;—in this view, death 
is and muſt be the lot of all. The beſt man 
on earth muſt yield to it; yet, happy for him, 
: he yields to it not merely as 2 puniſhmeat, but 
as a purification from the temains of indwel- 
ling fin and corruption. Here he Sroans, and 
ries, 0 wretched man that I am | who foal deli. 


ver me from the body of this death ? Jeſus, his 5 


friend, will deliver him; but death is the wea- 
pon, in his hand, by which. he will ive the 
fatal wound to ſia, and Pluck. out every root 
and fibre of 1 it from Re believer's heart. : Great 
an marvellous in wiſdom and goodneſs | is this 
ö plan of God, in ordering that /in, which brought 
death into our world, hall be by death finally 
driven out: That death, the penal effeRt « of ſin, 
mould be ne the final cauſe of i its total de- 
ſtruction —7 he earthly bouſe of this our body, 
therefore, being like the houſe we read of, 
infected with tbe fretting leproſy, muſt for the 


ſame reaſon be pulled 1 in Pieces, and totally de- 
B moliſhed, 


„„ 
moliſhed, before we can take poſſeſſion of that 


building of God, an "bouſe vot made with ns — 


eternal in the Heavens, oe ee 257091 120 
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Max giveth up the alt, and the bes 
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ae 1 not exempted, becauſe this is God's 


132 1 #4 bas 


appointed WAY « of. conveying the ſoul to eternal 


A 


5 bliſs. Death reſtores the impriſoned ſpiric to 
perfect liberty,; it is 18 the appointed chariot, to 
carry the foul vp. to Abr: aham- 85 boſom, and 
5 Saviour's arms. In this way, all the ſaints, 1 
now 1 glory, except Enoch and Elijah, have 
conſtantlz ly. travelled, . Our Saviour himſelt | 
Ae through the ſame dark valley, before Pg 
4 gendes: to his Father and our Father, to his God 
and 0 our God. His followers therefore muſt all 
depart, the ghoft be. given up, they become un- 
cloathed, and abſent from the body, before they, 


| 6a an be preſe ent with the Tord, and 11 cloathed, 
wpow "with their bo bh which i 15 fan 1 
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| mh; becauſe infinite wiſdom has decterd, that 5 
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1 
cl they have run che race, fought and conquer. £ 
ed all their enemies. The laſt enemy is death ; 
till this be vanquiſhed,” none can be crowned. 
Die then we muſt, and conquer weſhall, if we 
are faithful unto drath—for Jeſus, the Captain f 
our ſalvation, has enſured us victory. Thants 


Je to God who 4 us the viaory, Sg: our 
5 E 7: ofus wake 


5 * Tran perten of the ſoul from the 
5 e which is implied in giving up the ghoſt, f 


is neceſſary, to manifeſt and keep up a proper 


difference between earth and Heaven, between 


a ſtate of probation and of reward. —If a be- 
lie ver on earth could be glorified without taſting 
death, he would not walk by faith, but by fight. 
— This however would ſepercede the trial and 1 
rewards of virtue — this would contradi& the 
wiſdom of God in a probationary ſtate, and 
finally fruſtrate all the promiſes of God, which 
are objects of faith, and not of ſenſe. Bleed 
are they that have not ſeen, and yet have believed. 
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6. Man giveth up the ghoſt, and his bo * 
returns to duſt, for the greater diſplay of, the. 
power of God, in the reſurrection of the body, 


A the laft day. Jeſus was the friend of Laza- 
rus; at his grave, Jeſus wept, Yet he tells his. 
diſciples, that he was glad—becauſe it would 
occaſion. a new and moſt glorious diſplay of the. 
power of God in raiſing him to. life again.—ln_ 


like manner, be changing of our vile bodies, after 


they have for ages been mouldering in the 
grave, and ſcattered abroad through the earth, 
at an unknown diſtance, and in almoſt every 
. diretion—reatbing upon the dry bones, and __ 
ing together bone to bis bone, with the fi fmews, the 
fleſe and the. iu upon them— 
four winds of. Heaven, every eſſential atom, 
and faſtioning them like unto Chriſt's moſt ue 
. body, is at once the. effe& and diſplay of the 
exceeding greatneſs of the mighty power of God. 
Tis a genuine exploit of Omnipotence. An- 
gels ok on, wonder and adore. 1 7 1 i. 10. 


collecting, from the : 


"3B we fee why man mult give up he, 


ghoſt; let us now recount ſome of the alarm- 
ing circumſtances which attend it. And, 


I 13; I 
15 Man giveth, up the. Sboſt, 404 it ed 


We Seen Man, that i is Zorn .of a woman $5 + i 


But ef feu days. The bounds of human life 

: are ſet. I he common, period, at the longeſt 
date, is but threcſcore years, and ten; and even 
this, how ſhort a duration! ſoon gone —like a 
tale tha is ad- aden e ods waren 


«„ 


W it ml Sona Few. e very ow” 
ol the myriads of mortals born, ever arrive at 
| a this age; here and there One left ſtanding, like 
the ſcattering ſpikes of grain, in a large field, 
that have eſcaped the reaper's ſickle. : More 
rnan half the human race die under the age of 
ſeyen years you and I therefore have but very 
little reaſon to think: we ſhall live to ſee the 
boundary of human life, or be found in the 
number of hoary heads. The chance (as one 
obſerves) is againſt us at leaſt ten to one, i. e. 
there are at leaſt ten that die under ſeventy, for, 
one that lives to that age. But if it ſhould be your 
, lot to ſpend ſeventy or eighty years on earth, 
even ſuch 2 duration, though it may, to look | 
forward, now appear in the eyes of inexperi- 
| enced 


: [ 14 1 : ; 
| het youth long, and alinoſt chilleſs; 1 1 70 "oY 

| the trial and retroſpect, how'foon, lis inferiſi-” a 

bly would it glide away, and de gone. Les, 

Th my young friends, before you think of 1 it, you” . 


Wuͤꝛiͤll find the bloſſoms of the grave white upon | 5 
{BEV your! heads; the wrinkles of age upon your 


faces, your grinders. will ceaſe, the firong men bow, 
and your bodies ſtoop under the weight of decre- | 
pit age and even then, before you are aware 
of it, you will find yourſelves incircled inthe cold 
arms of death—a dying ſweat creeping over 


| your languiſping bodies; your countenance =D 


| foftorn and ghaſtly, ſpeech faultering; lips pale 3 
and quivering, your eyes haggard and ſtaring, 


-- rhe breath-interrupted by the dying ſob, your | 


4 hearts and pulſe ceaſe to beat, the ftruggling 
| ſobP takes its flight, the ghoſt i is given up, and 
where »re you ?—But why do I talk of three- 
| ſcore years and ten; nay, why talk we of f years, | 
or wy: or hours? 10 Fo, | 175 Go 


'S Ge. 


3. Mam not 10 0 ſoon giveth up hs a 

but tis abſolutely uncertain ho ſoon it muſt * 

be Wwe 8 knoweth not what a day may Bring i 
To 


11 815 1 
| e in a bones bee than a gun. or eyen 
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00 upon n eternity. We ofrea wonder at the el 7 
of man, but in no inſtance does. i it appear more 
rank, than. in that of. preſuming, on time to 
come bogig of to- morrom, as if the to- 
morrow's 8 and. years of an antideluvian age were 
entailed upon him. This! is a deluſion which 
has completely ruined many of our friends, | 
that e NOW in a ſtate eternal and unalterable. 
They died in the full bloſſom of their hopes 


1 and expectations. They bad as fanguine hopes 


| of long life, and, as little expectations of death, 
as you now bhave.— Lou ſaw them agonizing 
in death ; you ſaw them ſheeted in their coffins,” 
carried from their dying beds, and covered, 
with, your own, hands, in their gloomy graves z; 
—and yet, after all this, how little have you 
been affected, or reformed ? ? The funeral was 
attended, perhaps with, as little concern, as, 
| if it bad been e in. p philoſophyz and. 
; en w W e them dropping. into the, 


RS rave, 5 
* 1 N | 


ff 16 1 
e, one iff er another, like leaves in autümt; , 


thick around you; did you not behold them 
with as weh difference, as the _ of i 


r 


br ai it mölt be A Lip whi le befote your | 
turn ould Tone, Life is in ſeriptate com- N 
pared" 40 4 An, which being interpreted, by 


15 cke con aut of men, | is trulf 's Hal, of years 
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: in K ht li he muſt undergo in ding is 


. Tut. the ls of eat, er Tepitation of the J 5 


e 


nes Hein werfe d. pefipebies as well 585 . 


what we oüffelves have" feen and heard of thoſe 
whotave Beet äkrusliy dying: But even in 'theſs 
circumſtances of "dearth! tells cs may be Fr great 
a variety is in thoſe wt Job? 5 deſcribes: : 
Oe dieb in bis Fat Hd hib, being wholly , at eaſe 


and guiet; 11 Breaſts are full 7. "milk, 1 his bones 
an with marrow; Pl another Auth in the x. 
bitter | 


+ 75 1 
232 of bis ſoul, and never eateth with Pleaſure ; 


they foal lie down alike 3 in the 8 and the worms 
en — Fa ior bf 


#16: Ly 1 4 


1516. Tux x pains which ena 4 n at | 
the foul and body; are greatly enhanced by a 


ſeparation of dear friends. The union formed 


between parents and children, by natural affec- 


tion, or that between choſen friends, by the - 


ties of friendſhip, is, in ſome inſtances, per- 


| haps; as ſtrorig as the union between ſoul and 


body.— This, when diffolved by death, muſt 


doOccaſion the moſt poignant diſtreſs! For a 


moment, let the moſt unfeeling heart think 


ſtink of a ſmiling infant—a darling babe 
| torn from its mother's breaſt—a prompt child, 


in the midſt of its pleaſing prattle, with all the 
bucds of parental hope thick upon it, ſnatched 
: at once from the eyes and the arms of fond pa- 
rents. See the brilliant youth, the ſprightly 
| fans and daughters of joy cut F in all the 
bloom and vigour of life. Brothers and ſiſters, 
loving and beloved. ſeparated from each other, 
and: from dear parents, in all the alluring 
| S - charms. 


oy charms of beauty and 9nd Once more. bis ; 
hold the final parting, of a tender huſband. and 
wife, two boſom friends, with but one ſoul. . 
one in eſteem, and in affection one, united and 
long endeared to each other by all the tender 
ties of perſonal kindneſs, and by children too, 


thoſe endearing pledges of their mutual lone; 


| bnt the union is in death diſſolved. They 

are parted; and "6h ! the pangs of parting, 
who can tell? Language is tos feeble to paint 

ſeenes of ſuch diſtreſs !; What they are, choſe 
only know wlio have tafted the bitter cup, 11 
fill remeinter the ruarmS⁴nnap d and ib gall u 
this way known, ee known. to . 
| oo OR + IEG 


2 oY Tar "as ef all Op the 
maſt alarming, is, that drath may be ſudden and 
unexpected. How doubly dreadful is death, 
when inſtantaneous and unexpected. The un 
happy mortal is inſtantly ſeiaed and fummoned 
into the tremendous preſence of God, wich dull 
his fins and follies upon tis guilty head. 
| n * and women are 50 0 bere aud there, 
& Eager 


5 3 protound 1ecurity, in ON 
—.— vs 1weet ſongs and dreams of earthly 5 

| bliſs—death calls, God ſpeaks, and this is thy 
doom, * thou fool, this might thy ſoul ſhall be 

required of thee.” —Miſerable diſappointment ! 


but ſuch will theirs be who Ia ay up treaſure on 
| earih, and are not rich towards God, —Others 


5 again are ſaddenly arreſted, while eager in the 


purſuĩt of forbidden pleaſures; plunged, per- 


" haps, deep into vice, or faſcinated on the downy 


lap of indulgence, or elſe rolling on in a con- 
tinued circle of uſeleſs amuſements. Perhaps 
while at the merry club, gambolling in the 
tavern, or at the dance, or even in the midſt of 
2 debauch, the hand-writing on a ſudden ap- 
Pears, as it once did to the affrighted monarch 
of Babylon; and tbis is the interpretation, © thy 
avs are numbered and finiſhed.” Death wings a 
fatal dart, the work is done. You are in eter- 
1 lobe ee. O man, to . 
e e LAST» 


— 


again 3 
the Heavens be no more. Vou 8 
have but one caſt for eternity; if we fail here, 
: we are loſt forever: He that is ſhipwrecked i in 
death, will find no plank left, on which he an 
ſwim to ſhore. Now is the accepted time; in 
the grave there is no work nor knowledge, wiſdom 
or repentance.— After deatb comes the Judgment; 
a ſtate of bliſs or miſery unalterable. How in- 
finitely then does it concern us all, to be pre: + 
ed to dic well, For is it not amongſt men a 
maxim of wiſdom, that any work which can 
but once be done, and when done admits of 
no alteration or amendment, ought 1 in all reaſon 
to be done well? —Be then as wiſe for your 
ſouls and futurity, as tbe children of this world 
are for their bodies on earth; never ſo live 
one day here, as to forget that you are to live 
hereafter; that you can die but once; and if 
your faith and your life be like the righteous, . 
« pour loſt end will be like bis; you ſhall 


depart 


1 ir. 1 


depart i in peges; and with hopes full of immor- 
tality. * Mark the perfect man, and bebold the 
zit; mw 885 end i that man is Ow. . 


N Auris contemplated fome of the alarming 
_ circumſtances of man's giving up the Sho 
we ſhall now briefly conſider, 


II. Tus. quilts: propblcd - in our text. 
Where is he ? re: FT his does not imply, that Job 
either believed that the ſoul ſlept or was anni- 
5 hilated after death—or that he did not believe 
à reſurrection of the body his own words, im- 
mediately after the text, and elſewhere, ſhew 


the contrary. The queſtion rather implies, that 
| when man has given up the ghoſt, he ſeems 


to have vaniſhed from earth, and his body 
being buried out of ſight, he is out of mind 
his name and memory are ſoon buried in total 7 
oblivion. Thus conſigned to the grave, there 
we forgotten lie, but little regarded by the liv- 
ing, who continue as jovial, as buſy, and eager 
in the purſuit of their ſeveral deſigns, as before; 


the ſun ſhines, the earth blooms, the birds 
Hi ing 
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. alt things wear their uſual form, ; even 


1 * while dur neglected clay is is mouldering in 


the duſt, and trodden over by many # thought- 


leſs foot.“ — This, as much as this, at leaſt is 


5 implied in that ſolemn queſtion, Where 1s he? 8 
But is this all that Job meant? Surely the foul 


| is he? Where is the ſoul? the ſoul is the 
. —1 then it ſhould be granted, that death 


as well as body muſt have been in view : Where 


zs inevitable; if man muſt die, and can die but 


once; if he muſt ſoon, and may inſtantly, give 


up the ghoſt, the queſtion to aſk and anſwer, in 


this ſenfe, is infinitely important. Where is 
man when the ghoſt is given up? Where ſhall 
we all be when we have fobb'd eut our laſt 


breath? The anfwer is ſhort, but inexpreffibly —= 


folemn, . ve a be 1 in n, or hell 1 irnme 
= _y 

2 5 one of theſe the fot i fs gone, 

Do tale its doom, to . er mourn. 


| HiMEDIATELY, I edſerres, and thus faith the 
Tord, to the penĩtent malefactor on the croſs, 


this day ſhalt thos be with me in Paradiſe; and ; 
2 


x 23 + 
of wicked Dives, immediately after be died, that | 
in Hl le lift up bis eyes. — That immediate 

tranſition, implied in theſe texts, hath uſually | 

been thought to preſuppoſe the exiſtence of an 
immaterial ſoul in a ſeparate ſtate ; but it may 
be true, even on the ſuppoſition of a material 
| ſoul, that ſleeps or dies with the body. For the 
idea of time can be obtained only from a ſucs 
ceſſion of ideas in the mind perceived; but 
where there is no life, there can be no percep- 


tion or ideas, and therefore no time. On this 


count, thoſe words which deſcribe a being 
_ _ that has no ſuece mon of ideas, becauſe he know 
all things by intuition, may be applied to a 


0 being that has no ſucceſſion of ideas, becauſe 


be has not the power of thinking or knowing 
at all. To ſuch a being, I ſay, one day is as 4 
monſand years, and a'thouſand years as one den, 
3. e. there is no difference at all ;—becauſe, | 
where there is no idea of time, there can be no 
idea of any difference between two unequal 
parts of duration, be that inequality ever ſo 
great hence it follows, that if the ſoul of 
: Adam ſlept or died with his body, then all 
thoſe 


„„ 
thoſe numerous ages of time that ſhall have 
rolled away, between the day of his death and 

the moment of his relurrection from the dead, e 

will to him appear but an inſtant of time. 

From the laſt moment of remembrance, when | 

his laſt thought left him, to the firſt moment 

he heats the found of the archangel's trumpet; 
the time will be no more to him than tbe twinks = 

ling of an eye. No ſooner abjent from the body; 
but he would ſeem preſent with the Lord, In 
this view, therefore, we may fay,—that; whether 
the ſoul is awake; or ſleeps, when man giveth up 

Abe ghoſt,” he will be in Heaven or Hell. But 
| which of theſe will fall to your ſhare? Do you 

wiſh to know! ? It can be known only by the i 

: temper of the heart, and your real character, 
before you leave the world. Say not in thy 
heart, therefore, who Hall aſcend into "Heaven, 


i. e. to ſee whether my name is written there; 


er, who Hail deſcend from above, i. e. to bring 
down :the_book of life, that I may ſee whether 
my name is enrolled there or not; for the word; 


the' et more ſure word of prophecy,” is nigh tb, 
even in #he book ot Kriptarys: which f is in your 


„ 


ons | | . bands 
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hands and | in your mouths. To this book we 
muſt appeal for deciſion—70 the law and the 
teſtimony 3 but; i in particular, to one paſſage that 
0 1 have ſelected for the purpoſe ; ; it is Rom. i Be 
711. Thoſe who by patient continuance in woll- 
2 doing ſeek for glory, honour and immortality, ſhall 
| bave eternal life; but the portion of thoſe wha | 
. are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey 
 wnrighteouſneſs, will be, indignation and wrath, 
upon every foul of them. Here is a ſhort but 
| comprehenſive deſcription of the two claſſical 
characters of all mankind—with this before 
your eyes, x leave you to ſelf. enquiry be 
honeſ. urge it home to your own hearts, and 
ſee if you can ſtand the trial; be not deceived, 
God is 10 mocked. 


13 PROCEED to ſome practical inferences from 
he ſubjedt. . 


0 15 death the 3 lot of all —Why, 
when do.we ſpend ſo much needleſs time and 
pains to pamper and adorn theſe vile bodies! = 

Coleman, in all bis glory, was but a lump of ani- 


9 mated 
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mated clay, which ſoon became a Joathiel lump 

of putrefaction! That active body, which now 
you deck and feed, will be the food of worms, 5 
which ere long will neſtle, crawl. and riot, Un 

thy putrid fem. There ſtands a blooming 
youth, full of life—health ſmiles. on his cheek 

Lit ſparkles i in the eye, and guſhes through all 

- his veins ; Painting, before his enamoured eyes, i 
ſcenes of variegated bliſs. But death, inexora- 
ble death, the cruel blaſter of all human hopes 
and joys, ruſhes upon him; and the bubble f 
breaks! Where now is florid beauty? Where 


that admired ſymmetry of the features, and of | 


the whole form ? Where is that idol of little 
minds? Alas! it is become like one of the 
heathen idols, which bath Hes, but ſeeth not 5 
ears it bath, but beareth not ; a mouth, but ſpeak- Z 
eib not; band nd feet; but they move wif; all 
are ſtiff, bound and deformed, in ghaſtiy death! ; 
Lei not Hour adorning, then, be merely that 
of putting on apparel, but the hidden man of the 
heart, hich is not corPigtible, a met and gui, 
 foirt, which'is u ornament even 4 le Ag bt Ki 
God, ef grit pit. nl Gi Ve wi wenn 
MT 
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2, 15 it a decree of Heaven, that we muſt 
Hon leave this world and all its  enjoyments 
behind ?. Let. us know, then, that this world 
was never. deſigned to be our portion. —Can : 
clods of earth, or lomps of duſt, can bubbles 


7 and traws afford complete ſatisfaction to a ſoul 


thirſting for immortality,? 2 God alone can be 
. the Erengib of our hearts, and 4 portion forever. 


13 Why then do we ſet up our ſtandard here on 


earth, and make this tranſitory ſcene the end of 
our being, and the object of our love? 1 


= 7.5 Hin all this ze ey triumphs 7 an bour 2. 


— 


e poor muſt be the portion of 
im, whoſe only felicity is in this world. ti in 
this life, only we bave hope, we are moſt m ierable 

Eh indeed! ! What is @ man profited, if be gain the 

dae world, and loſe his own ſoul ? 


3 In 22 a few days and nights more arc 
come a and .gone, we muſt go and live forever i in 2 - 
world of ſpirit— then let us ſee that we are now 
acquainted with tba? world, and the employ- 
mens of it.—If you had an eſtate in ſome diſ- 


tant 


tant country, and were dot to go and take 


poſſeſſion of it, you would be anxious to know 


| beforehand the character of the inhabitants 
how they employed their time, and in what 


their happineſs chiefly confiſted ; that you 


might determine, whether your own character ; 
and diſpoſition were ſuch as to render your lite 
agreeable and happy in ſuch a place. Like 
this is our own caſe—in a few days more we „ 
ſhall mingle with diſembodied ſpirits, and be⸗ 5 
come inhabitants of a new world the great 
: queſtion | is, are we like to be happy there ?—If . 
you have, at preſent, no idea of any kind 8 
happineſs, but what confiſts in gratifying the 5 
appetites and ſenſes of the body —if you have 
no taſte or reliſn for a happineſs that is pecu- 


liar to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfef?—you iz 
muſt be miſerable; and the moment your foul 


is turned out of the body, it will be turned into 


Hell, with all that forget God. — For except a man 
e born again, be cannot ſee the kingdom of God ;— 
and if you are unfit for that kingdom, which is 
the abode of ſpirits that are happy, becauſe 
chey are 6 holy, as God” the father of ſpirits is 


Nan he 
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holy' „Eiben your departing ſpirit muſt go and 
Join a company of infernal ghoſts, like your 
own. This, in the nature of things, i is unavoid- : 
able. , Becauſe the heart, when empty of grace, 
and full of envy, malice, and of all wickedneſs, 
is itſelf a hell of malignant ſpirits here on earth; 
—therefore, if in heart you have the temper of 
a devil, you muſt live with him, and with other 
kindred ſpirits of the ſame ſtamp ; becauſe you 


are fit for no other place or company. Examine 


yourſelf, then, and ſee whom you now moſt re- 
ſemble, the angel or the fiend, and 2 this ſhalt 
all men know where the ghoſt will be, when it 
| is given _ : 


Þ Ir death finiſhes our probation on earth, TY 
and fixes us for eternity, how precious beyond 
all expreſſion is time! The time of life is a 

narrow iſthmus, that joins together two vaſt 
eternities; into one of which we ſoon muſt 
naunch, and fail like Columbus in ſearch of new 
5 worlds. | Are we ready for the important voy- 


age ?—Time well improved ſecures the voyage. 


. Improve it, then, Improve your time as a 
= „„ moſt 


1 
moſt. precious talent, of which you muſt fon 
Sive an account. Every moment of it is, in 
value, more. than words can expreſs. , To learn 
its worth, go to the bed of death, and to the 
bar of God 5 enquire chere, ka To M10 bb 


| ue. dent a ald Feds 00 aw 
40 5 nai ern ewet 12 0151871. 
_ "ares Bets 10 nee 
tunities to prepare for eternity ourſelves,” and 
for- d. ing good to others, will: be atv an end, 
when. he gheſt cis given up then let eyety one 
e up. und doing, ' while be day lafts.,-: Life is 
the time to ſerve the Lord; —if ſinners. ever 
| intend to repent, to improve the means of 
grace, and obtain the favour of God, now is 
their time. —If, Chriſtians wiſh to make greater 
proficiency.. in religion, to have their many 
5 doubts. and fears. removed, obtain more evi- 
dence of their ſincerity, and do yet more for 
the honour of God and the cauſe of religion 


in ben Earn wie hone H hs doch, 


| have, any, wbing,n more, to. o ſay: or 808 or hn vlg 
of act auge o- | 


Nong 
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ſoon be gone, and they be out of the reach ö 
Four warning voice, of your friendly counſels; 
and fervent prayers 'for their everlaſting good. 
5 —I bat I fay unte you, 1 ſay unto all, up and be 
doing With all thy might wo hutever thy bands find 
1 5 8 do, {oof rock Ly _— cometh wen 10 man can a 


PIE 


26. Mosr all the aiag die, ad ere lon 

give up the ghoſt Alarming thought b 8 

5 again 1 repeat it where will you be in a few 
hours more? How mall 1 appear unprepared N 

before the all-knowing and Almighty God 2. 

1 the ri igbteous fearcely be Javed, where will the 
 finner aud ungodly appear? Appear ? "2 Imagina- ; 
tion ſhrinks back at the dire proſpe& of that 
gulph of miſery and deſpair, which gapes wide 


to receive him? Open your eyes look before 
you fall—awake before you drop into the 


flames below. What art thou doing, child of 
£ eternity Py Thy tout is in jeopardy every hour, 
Your feet ſtand on flippery places. Your im- 
mortal all is at ſtake; yes, at ſtake, O thou | 
: ſhort-lived probationer on God's earth. Th of 
D foul is this moment fluttering on the verge ot 


ob eternity! 
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eternity! The chread of thy forfeited life is 
held by the divine hand alone; and may be 
ſnapped aſunder without warning, and in * 

moment. When this is done, where are you 

then ?—Loſe no time. Too much. is gone 

already. Now or never. Sin no more. Awake. 

70 righteonſzeſs ; Y awake thou that feepeſt, and call 
won ily God, that thou periſh not. Make your 
peace. immediately. Defer it not, I ſay. *Tis 
| at your peril. Haſte, fee for thy li ife, to him 
== who is the only Saviour in a deſperate caſe ; flea 7 
| from the wrath 70 come, before it bas e 5 
( come upon you 10 the uttermeP... ob 


8 1 have a more « ala. ing ae. to the. 
real Chriſtian. - Death i is indeed that one event 
85 which bappeneth to all, and like all others you | 
muſt give up the ghoſt;  but—tranſporting, 0 
thought! where are you? in Heaven; be-: 
fore your cooling clay is ſhrouded, your enlarg- | 
ed ſoul will be in Heaven \—bleſſed—bleſſed 7 
5 tranſition ! ! from a world of ſorrow and ſin, to t 
oY kingdom. of peace and joy. To that bleſſed T FT 
Wer, thy. departing ſpirit will aſcend, and 
cc friends | 


— 4 


a moſt enrapturing welcome 0 
and fighing, ſhall Nee away. No ſooner abſent 
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ce frienck immortal, that have gone before 
thee, will hail thy glad arrival, and give thee. 


and ſorrow, ſin 


from the body, but you will be preſent with your 


dear friends, and with the Lord, a friend which 

Is far better than all. With him you ſhall live, 
and be like him, in holineſs and happineſs un- 
urterable and unending. 


. Ir death i is thi conveyance of the pious 


foul to its God and happineſs, why ſhould 
_ Chriſtians be ſo fond of living, and ſo back- 
ward to leave this troubleſome world? Why 5 
alſo are we ſo impatient, and unwilling to part 5 
with our Chriſtian friends? I Gd unrighteous 
# forget our work and labour of love? Is he 
_ unfaithful to his promiſe ? Or do we fear the 
angels, when they receive our departing ſpirits, 
will loſe their way, and not conduct us ſafely 
to Abraham's boſom ?—Our friends muſt die, 
but they die to live again; to live forever in 
4 complete happineſs—as Jeſus died and roſe again, 


even ona them you * in 72 a will God bring 
E 185 with 8 
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2 Bim. 'T hink of this, my afflicted friend, 
who art this day mourning the loſs of a moſt 
worthy, affectionate huſband. —Behold be whom 

thou lovedſt is dead ; and ſorrow, ſympathetic 

' ſorrow, fills our hearts, and flows in the tear 

of compaſſion and concern, We feel for you 

the loſs of your beſt friend on earth. A. 

membrance of days and years of paſt felicity, 3 


nov irrecoverably gone, ſwells in your boſom 


a tide of ſorrow new and unknown before. 5 


But grace, ſays the God of all grace, is /uffi- | 
| cient for vou. Be ſtill, and know that be i fs Gods 
- —The ſame God wwho gave, has taken away the 


defi re of your eyes. Bleſs the name of the Lord; : 


for Vlefſed among women haſt thou been, in the 8 
life, the friendſhip and prayers, of ſuch a com- 
| panion; and as highly favoured of the Lord in 
his death, becauſe you ſorrow not as others which 20% 
have no hope. Tears of j joy ought to mingle 


with thoſe of ſorrow, becauſe you mourn for 


one whom you have reaſon to believe is now ; 
gone where all tears, except thoſe of joy, are 
wiped from bis eyes, He is gone a little before, 


you, and though you have loſt your friend, yet 
LEED Es.” 
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che flame of friendſhip i is ſtill hey; and the time 
dirawetßh nigh when this painful parting, we 


hope, will be ſucceeded with a joyful meeting 1 


in your father's houſe, where friends that meet 


will meet to part no more. To this conſoling 1 5 
thought we join our ardent wiſh, that the ſup- 
porting preſence of the widow's God and huſ. 


band may be with you through all the lonely 
days of your widowed ſtate, En 


Havine paid the tribute of forrow to be 8 
105 memory of our deceaſed friend, let vs now join 
with his friends, and i once more take up our lament - 


ation, in the language of the text, and ſay, Man, 


the amiable Manning, has given up the ghoſt, and 
vbere is he? Not in the College, where lately we 5 


faw him preſiding: with mild dignity and parent- 


al affection, greatly beloved by every member 


of that collected family not in the houſe of 


God, where he often met you; nor in the pulpir, 
5 where you have ſo frequently heard him preach 
iIbe glad tidings of great joy—not at the com- 
munion- table, breaking to you the bread of life, 
. and praying for the health of languiſhing ſouls. 
| —uot | 
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not in his own houſe, wich his family 8 
friends around him, where he was eyer known. 
as the revered head and illuſtrious example of 
religion, of government, and every domeſtic 
and ſocial virtue No he is not here. — He 
fhall reltirn no more to his houſe ; neither ſhall theſe 
= places know him any more, He has left the Col- 
lege and the houſe of God—his ſeat is vacant, 
his pulpit empty, his dwelling-houſe has loſt ; its 
inhabitant; ; every room there mourns, and pro- 
claims him gone to his laſt earthly home; the 
wife of his boſom is left alone; the College is 
bereaved of its head; the Chriſtian miniſtry, 


the church of God, the republic of letters, and 
the community at large, have loſt a moſt valuable 
member. —His abſent brothers and numerous 


friends are all exchanged for a new circle of 
acquaintance : * For unto corruption he faith, | 
thou art my father ; ; and to the worm, thou art my 
Arber, and my ſiſter and brother.” The Cor- 


poration of the College, with the inſtructors 


and ſtudents, all el and recognize the loſs. 
; T heir hearts echo to the voice of mourning, to 


„ WE deep-roned bell, and to all the badges of 
gs e ſorrow, 


Kn 


80 n With multitudes around us, we have 


dropt the involuntary tear. We have felt the 
ſigh unbidden heave, and followed the bearſe, 

ſolemn and flow, with a numerous train of 

| mourners ; all united in the atteſtation of gh 


= : eſteem and affection for the lamented man f 


 God.—WWeare witneſſes, and God alſo, bow piouſly, 
and juſtly and unblameably, be lived among us. 


We are witneſſes to the amiableneſs of his natu- 


ral temper: How pleaſing his condeſcenſion 
and affability : How conſpicuous his candour 


and impartiality, even in circumſtances of pecu- — 


liar trial: Theſe, added to a ſtrong mind, | 


well furniſhed with uſeful learning, and with 
| ample reſources for eloquence, popularity and 


pleaſing addreſs, rendered him highly eſteemed 
through the large circle of his acquaintance. 
But, alas! all theſe amiable and uſeful qualities 
could not exempt him from the fate of mortals. 
His work on earth is done. He ſleeps in death, 


by all the ſolemnities of which he now ſpeaks - | 


and warns the living, eſpecially the young 
ſtudents, his late tender charge. Though dead, 


: ye ee to you, my yung friends, by all | 


_ thoſe 


E 
- thoſe inſtructions and friendly warnings you 


* 


have ſo often heard from his mouth, addreſſed 5 


to you with all the affection and earneſtneſs of 
a father's heart. He has been the patron and 
guide of your youth. He conducted you through 
the ſeveral ſtages of uſeful and polite literature; 
in all which it was his heart's defire to reform 
your hearts, as well as improve your minds. It 

was his ardent wiſh, that you might early be 
acquainted with the religion of Chrift, as well : 
as the liberal arts and ſeienees; that you might 


be good as well as great, and become at once 


fitted for both worlds. —Can you, after all this, 


10 can you, while life and memory laſt, forget 


uch a friend, or conduct in ſuch manner as 

to defeat his kind wiſhes and expectations, with 5 
thoſe of your anxious parents and preſent in- 

ſtructors? No; you cannot be ſo ungenerous 
and undutiful. AI muſt, I will preſume, that ; 


you are now determined to ſhun the paths of 


vice forever, and wiſely to improve the preſent . 
= ſeaſon, ſo eminently favourable to the acquiſi- : 
tion of knowledge and virtue. While you are 


giligent and ſtudious to lay up in your minds 4 
ereafure 


1 


treaſure of literary wealth, you will not tan 1 5 

to lay up for yourſelves a treaſure in Heaven. 
Then you will indeed be the hope, the joy and 

the ornament, of your friends and of your coun- 


8 : try. Then, while your virtues are recorded in 


” the annals of fame here on earth, your names 
will be written in Heaven, enrolled and eter- 5 
nized in the Lamb's book of life. God himſelf 


will be your friend in life; Je ſus, who is ' — 


5  reſurrefion and the life, will be your hope in 


: death ; the fling of which he will take away, 


and cauſe its very horrors to ſmile, | Then will 


_ the Saviour of mankind open to you the golden 


gates of perennial bliſs, from the full river of 


God's Pleaſurt ; and you ſhall live in the bloom 


_ of unfading youth, and drink in knowledge at : 
the fountain head, where it fons in rivers of | 
” Plaglure forevernare, | 20 e 


W cloſe, with addrefiing our waited prayers 5 
to © Him,” who is called the repairer of breaches, 
that he would again ſupply this inſtitution with 
a man of a wiſe and underſtanding heart. Help, 
Card, for the god man ad and grant 
that 


4 4⁰ 1 
chat 4 double pirtion of the ſame Sotrit may YL 
upon the young man, who is how 22 clefted | 
8 ps of this church '. 9) 1 


N 


* 5— JonaTHAN Maxcy was ordained to * 1 
toral care of this church September 8. 1791 — When we 
confider hjs early entrance. on the work of the miniſtry, his 
acknowledged ability for the ſacred office, with the attack- 
went and unanimity of his people we cannot but rejoice in 
_ the fair proſpect of his being not only uſeful among this people, 
but an ornament to religions to learning, and the Chriſtian" 
_miniſtey. 
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